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SUBJECT: MAURITIUS WEEKLY REVIEW - MAY 6 SUMMARY 

REF: PORT LOUIS 450 

1 . THOUGH A MAY DAY RALLY IN PORT LOUIS ORGANIZED BY THE MAJOR 
TRADE UNION FEDERATIONS DREW A RELATIVELY SMALL CROWD, IT DID BRING 
ABOUT A COMMON FRONT OF RIVAL UNIONS AGAINST THE LABOR MINISTER'S 
PLAN TO CUT OFF MANDATORY DUES PAYMENTS FROM WORKERS. THE PRIME 
MINISTER MET LATER WITH THE COMMON FRONT LABOR LEADERS TO HEAR 
THEIR GRIEVANCES. 

2. IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS THE MAJORS OF THE FIVE CITIES WHICH 
RECENTLY HELD MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS WERE SELECTED, WITH 
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MMM’S VICE PRESIDENT KADER BHAYAT GETTING THE MAYORSHIP OF PORT 
LOUIS, JEAN CLAUDE DE LESTRAC, THE MMM'S ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
GENERAL, TAKING ROSE HILL/BEAU BASSIN, AND THE PMSD CHIEF, 

GAETAN DUVAL, BECOMING CUREPIPE S MAYOR. THE INITIAL CITY 
COUNCIL SESSIONS WERE REPORTEDLY HARMONIOUS DESPITE THEIR 
MIXED PARTY COMPOSITION. 
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3. THE GOVERNMENT' NEWLY-LAUNCHED BUDGET PROPOSAL CAME 
UNDER FIRE BY THE LEADER OF TH OPPOSITION WHO CHARGED THAT IT 
FAVORED THE RICH OVER THE POOR. IN GENERAL, HOWEVER, THE 
OPPOSITION LEADER S ATTACK WAS CONSIDERED TO BE RATHER 
"CONCILIATORY" BY SOME. AND IN FACT, RUMORS SPREAD LAST WEEK 
THAT RAMGOOLAM AND BERENGER WERE AT THE POINT OF FORMING A 
LABOR-MMM COALITION. PORT LOUIS' LEADING NEWSPAPER EVEN 
PRINTED A FRONT PAGE ARTICLE SPECULATING ON THE RUMOR, AND THE 
EFFECTS SUCH A COALITION WOULD HAVE ON THE COUNTRY. THE RUMORS 
WERE HOTLY DENIED BY THE MMM LEADERSHIP. 

4. ON THE ECONOMIC FRONT, MAURITIUS SIGNED TWO SIZEABLE DEVELOP- 
MENT LOANS LAST WEEK; ONE FOR RS 39.5 MILLION FROM THE AFRICAN 
DEVELOPMENT BANK, AND THE OTHER FOR RS 37.5 MILLION FROM THE 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK OF INDIA. DAMAGE TO THE 1977 SUGAR 
CROP BY THE "POU A POCHE BLANCHE" (WHITE LICE) HAS CAUSED THE 
INDUSTRY TO ADJUST DOWNWARD ITS ESTIMATE FOR PRODUCTION - FROM 
720,000 TONS TO 650,000 TONS. 
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